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Young Carers Policy 2025
Legislation defines a young carer as a person under 18 who provides or intends to provide care for another person (of any age, except where that care is provided for payment, pursuant to a contract or as voluntary work). Children and Families Act 2014 (sec 96) This relates to care or additional duties related to having a loved one who has a physical disability, mental health needs or learning disability, or who is affected by substance misuse. In Manchester we recognise that the impact on children and young people may be related to additional duties such as housework, shopping and caring for siblings rather than actual caring duties. 

In 2022, the Carers Trust found that around two thirds of young carers do not feel that their school or college understands about them being a young carer. Research from the Children’s Society found that young carers have significantly lower educational attainment at GCSE level and were more likely than the national average not to be in education, employment, or training (NEET) between the ages of 16 and 19 (The Children’s Society, Hidden from View, 2013). Young carers are recognised as a vulnerable group in need of early help, but sometimes it can be hard to spot who OUR young carers are. Many have excellent school attendance and appear to be doing very well in class, though are so busy thinking of their loved one, they might not be performing to their full potential, or hit crisis point when things just get too much.

We are following the Young Carers Strategy outlined by Manchester City Council and are committed to following the Young carers pathway to support the pupils. 

At Old Moat Primary School we have identified the need for a young carers Champion, Mrs Walsh and the Inclusion team work with parents, staff and children in identifying children that would value the support in school. 
The children are registered on SIMS as a young carer this is identified by school, parents or the children themselves. This is included in the census.  
We run a weekly drop in group where children are able to take part in fun activities with other children who are also young carers, this gives them the opportunity if they wish to gain support from their peers and speak to Mrs Walsh about any concerns. 
We have used the (Maca) Multidimensional Assessment of Caring Activities and (Panoc) Positive and Negative Outcomes of Caring assessment tools to identify what level of support the children require.   This tool was created to provide an index of the extent of caring activities that the children are currently engaged in and to establish if further support is required e.g. Early Help Assessment.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]At Old Moat Primary School the aim is to work towards the Young Carers Reward. The following targets will be met 2025-2026  

· Identifying young children in school. 
· Whole school approach from staff. 
· Raising parent’s awareness of level of support available. 
· Have a noticeboard to raise awareness. 
· Annual assemblies to raise awareness with pupils. 
· Working with other agencies to give support to families. 
· Sharing information during transition with other schools. 
· Attend the Young Carers Network Meetings. 
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